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Abstract (300 words)

The JISC funded PROWE (Personal Repositories Online Wiki Environment) Project is based within the Open University and partnered with the University of Leicester. It has been investigating the use by part-time distance tutors in the partner institutions, of Wiki and Blog based informal repositories for sharing resources in the context of their own continuing professional development needs. The Project’s deliverables will include a set of ‘How To’ Guides advising on how to support part-time tutors professional development needs when using Wiki and Blogs to meet these needs.  Subjects covered will include, but are not restricted to:

•
Questions to ask in order to determine user needs

•
Intellectual property rights in wiki and blogs

•
Questions to ask about software options for setting up wiki and blogs to support part time distance tutors

•
Questions to ask about metadata and transferability

•
Barriers and enablers to system adoption

The current pace of technology and online culture change is extremely rapid but we are endeavouring to ‘time proof’ the Guides and ensure they are ‘sustainable.’ To do this we focus on principles and generic practices, in relation to research-emergent facts, rather than on individual technologies which may well become obsolete in only a few months time. The poster will illustrate the contents of the Guides and will include images of them.  The Guides themselves will be made available as hand-outs.

Contribution to the field (80 words)

The use of social networking tools such as wiki and blogs has taken off. Those within education (staff and students) are investigating and engaging with them.  We anticipate that the ‘How To’ Guides will be of use to practitioners and researchers within Higher and Further Education and beyond, whether they are looking to use these new technologies for the support of staff or to meet student needs.
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